Route 12 - Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Md. 21701 
January 23, 1977 



Mr. Richard Curtis 
156 East 52 St. 

Hew York, U. Y. 10022 

Oear Oicki 

You my not he aware of it but on January 19 you wrote m what «onths ago I said in 
more detail you would. alimt a decade ago 

Your letter also explain s all over again why/I had to recast fee role in which I could 
be ©f social usefulness. 

The King assassination is one of the turning points In aodem history. It is the 
most costly criae in our history. The FBI says its invattigation is the second 
largest and second iKist expensive aver. 

In afeodt nine years only one book not a sycophantic, unquestioning suiwrt of official 
neology has been published* This is FR^-UP. It has an unusual history for a 
book. It provided a defense for the accused Ray after he elaiimd fee had been txierced 
into a guilty plea. It and my subsequent invatigatiiwi resp^ed the case. There was 
a successful habeas corpus petiito based on this book and sy subsequent investigation. 
Soth were that acid-tsstad in open court in a long avidentlary hearing. In each and 
every particular the book and fell s subsequsrt mrk were proven correct. The j«dgs*s 
(fecision totally igirored pilt or innocence in the crime. 

To m this represents the failure of the basic institutions of our society. Society 
is thereby «*danfsred. The obligations of a writer of nonfiction include seeking to 
protect society and infomlng the people so feisy can. 

I thus undertook an overview of the assassination, the Institutions and the people 
involved, some quite famous, Saginning with toe title, THE KlHS C^SPIRACIES, I could 
not be more axplcit about i^atent. At the outset I disttsgaish bets®^ kinds of eon- 
spiraci^, separating those that, rdiath^ or not outside the law, sfill not be con- 
sidered conspiracies under the law, I show with solid, fetal ly irrefutable fact that 
all the institutions designed to pifetact society combined to assure this terrible, 
crime could not be solved and that the lone accused would never be tried. 

Except for two chapters, neither essential to the sense, there Is a irngh draft of 
about t! 5 K)-thirds of ^e book. You described ft as "brill iant.“ I provided a descrip- 
tion of the last third. It is tlthoat precedent in tte material on which it is based 
and the mam by v^ich I acquire this material. In the concTusioo I "solve" the 
criJas to the degree this can iKni be done » everything except the a^s. 

Zebr^ has rejected what it praises, "i very saleable property." Hhile they did want 
a "solution," wltlwrt a solution it can be "a very saleable property. 

"If Harold can edit out a lot of the pers^al vendettas and the Kennedy material" is 
the explanation of the rejection. With editing there is "a very saleable property." 
This is of no interest to this publisher. 

I‘ve been told this before. The reasons have nothing to do with any Kennedy material 
or alleged v^dattas. It go® back to one of the earliest rejections of w first 
book vdjich became the b®t sellar predicted by so many editors. An honest editor 
wrote me, "Certainly one day soon you must find the publisher with the eotbusiasm 
and courage necessary." 




The reason then was iaar. l^e reason now is fear of a toagh, irrefutable book about 
an important event and the sorrotasding circtasstance, a book that even when my earlier 
work is considered will be the most definitive exposure of official misconduct, particu 
larly by the FBI. 

There are always legitimate differences of opinion slating to all aspects of a book. 
There can be is^or dlfferssjces over iidiat should and should not be included. T5^e 
passion and anger of my writing is often unwelcons. It happens that I swst express 
ffiEotion to be able to work now. I aa aging. I aa tiring. The adrenalin must floti. 

Simultaneously I m engaged in what I believe history will record as both the largest 
and the most succ^sful investigation of officialdom, tvestigative agencies and of- 
ficial misconduct ever trod^aken by one person. It deals uslguely with the political 
assassinations and with the integrity of our basic institutions. In vol?^ it nov# 
takes up about 29 file cabinets. 

% role is not only that of writer. Sitboat filling the other roles I cannot writs, 
ifeile I was drafting the first two parts of this book, I was recevsring from serious 
illness and suing the Separtesent of dustics and the FBI for s©ra material to include 
■ lathe book,- , 

I knew it was prebable that both editing and cutting would be wanted. So I put the 
book together enabling almast all of this to be dona with pencil and scissors. I then 
told you a publisher mfelng a meaningful cj»a®itraant to the book could have certe 
blanGha on editing and cutting. 

The book is a first-person account. Others do not have to agree as I do with Bobby 
fenn^y’s corruption of Dante, there is a special corner of hell reserved for those 
who remain silent In time of moral crisis. 

Mhile I do not know vdtat is meant by "personal vendetta," it is what one "can adit out. 

Only j[ aa to do it, not the publisher to whom I‘ve given carte blanche. 

■nils makes a publisher no more than a printer. And sdio doss all the invsfcigating and 
other work such ^oks rsguire while I am editiing? 

A publisher who is so s»re than a printer publishes for a writer whose Interest is 
vanity. 

I told you that with a decant contract I would drop all other work and cimplets the 
draft within a axinth but that without a contract this would be foolish. Tnat judpiant 
was based oa prior experience. It has since bean vindicated to an extent I had sot 
anticipated. 

The third part will be a real shocker. Bow it also will contain suppressed official 
proof of everything I said about the crime bas^ on own, personal investtgation 
and analysis. Point by paial^l pobt. 

means of obtaining official records are not limited to ^at is tamed over to me 
because it is specified in Freedom of Information requests. At the time I told 
you wliat the third part would i^Id, I had obtained BOra than enough under FOIA. Mhat 
it says can be put sis^Ty? The crime was not c®aaittad as officially allege^ all 
officials involved knew thISxiand, fenweing it, they certiined in a fra?ae-up. This is 
why I selected the tHIs, The King Conspiracies. This Is a horror story. 

Itow, because I did not write the third part, I will do it differently, including a 
different set of records. I will do this in what I believe will be a quite dramatic 
way, taking each and every allegation about the crime and showing with each the con- 
trary offii^l evidaoed- I do mean on every point of the allegations, even those not 
relevant. 1 do gwian this totality. I can now do it in facsimile on evety, allegation. 
This extends to ^ solution to the crime, mine of years ago, the one on which I have 
worked so long and so hard. I now have the official proof of km the black msssiah 
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was killad and how those who kfllsd him were made irsmina. 

This one set of records not !«jdsr ^ F0IA request measures 15 inches. It also is the 
smallest sepiant of what I am getting. At least 25,000 pages are coming through the 
court. At tija very ainimwa this book is backstopped by the entire FBI h^dquarters 
FILE ON THE King Assassination and on James Earl Ray . I have already Bade tke large 
Tnitial payofant. I im doing tiiis outside bf court. ^ source shose auiet cooperation 
In preference to a court record. 

Thera has never bean a book with this kind of backstopping, these kinds of credentials. 

This is not just a prized archi ve, part of an even larger one for vdiich I had another 
request fro® another university this week. 

This is a book with a unique potential. It can and I believe with a dedicated publisher 
it will break this major case apart. 

I have already dofns ajst of what the new House cosmsittse can expect to do on this case. 
It is politically oriented and floundering. It has bought FRAME-UP to use as a staff 
text. You can evaluate them from thisr lomadiately after they bought FRAiE-OP, they 
leaked sob® of it to Jack Asderson, represented it as tte results of the co»ittea*s 
(mt investigation. 

You si^ that you will taka no toks initiatives. I give you this added information about 
the content in the event you cs^ across a publisher who is looking for a definitive 
work iMj the subject* not the readily-placed Junk nobody fears publishing, 

I tiffluld like to believe that with such a book I may yet “find the publisher with the 
enthusiasBi and courage necessary.** It should be both gratifying and profitable to a 
defeated publisher. 

There now are no real risks involved for a publisher. These were visualized with the 
early JFK book. Thera mm been very real risks for m. One cannot fight the Depart- 
nmt of Justice abd the FBI as I have to obtain these records without putting wia's 
head on the block and daring the chop. I actually had to put th^a in a positbn to 
prosecute me. ‘dhen they darsd not, I believe there is more than a change in climate 
to assure publishers there will be no retaliaticm. 



Slnreeely, 



Harold Msisberg 




